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Minutes of the 21st meeting (Part-II) of the Central Monitoring Committee held on 
09.04.2026 regarding 351 polluted river stretches based on the directions of 
Hon’ble NGT in the matter OA No. 673 of 2018 
 

The 21st meeting (Part-II) of the Central Monitoring Committee (CMC) constituted 
by Hon’ble NGT in the matter OA No. 673 of 2018 was held at Conference Room, 
DoWR,RD&GR, MoJS in hybrid mode with 18 States/ UTs on 09.04.2026 under the 
Chairmanship of Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti (MoJS). The list of 
participants is at Annexure-I. 

Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR, MoJS welcomed all the participants. It was 
informed that 4 States – Assam, Gujarat, Kerala and Puducherry have requested to be 
taken up for discussion on another date for reasons communicated by them.   

Joint Secretary, NRCD highlighted the mandates of CMC in the light of Hon’ble 
NGT order in December, 2019. He further told that as per the latest polluted river 
stretches assessment report of CPCB dated October 2025, 296 polluted river 
stretches/locations have been identified on 271 rivers in 32 States/UTs, based on the 
water quality data for the years 2022 and 2023. The number of polluted river stretches 
has come down from 351 stretches identified in 2018 and 311 stretches identified in 
2022.   

State/UT-wise Review & Directions 

1. Karnataka  

1.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 17 in 2022 to 14 in 2025, 
with deletion of 5 river stretches and addition of 2 new river stretches. The 
stretches of River Arkavathi and Dakshinpinakini, remain in Priority-I. River 
Thenpennai which was previously in Priority-I have been delisted. Deterioration 
is observed in water quality of River Tungabhadra, which now falls in Priority-I. 
State to prepare Action Plan for restoration of River Tungabhadra on priority.   

[Action: State of Karnataka] 

1.2  State to expedite the on-going STP projects having minimal incremental progress 
in last 6 months and to bridge the gap in sewage treatment capacity.  

[Action: State of Karnataka] 

1.3  Principal Secretary (Environment), Karnataka informed that there are now 108 
STPs under construction and utilization capacity of the existing STPs increased 
from 63% to 77%. Updated status with regard to the sewage treatment 
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management and the on-going STP progress shall be submitted shortly to the 
Ministry. 

1.4 The Chair directed the State to formulate and adopt policy for reuse of treated 
wastewater. He further directed that the Action Plan proposed for the year 
2026-27 for restoration of Polluted River Stretches be submitted by the end 
of this month for discussion in the next CMC meeting.  

[Action: State of Karnataka] 
 

2. Tamil Nadu  

2.1  The number of polluted river stretches came down from 10 in 2022 to 9 in 2025, 
with deletion of 2 river stretches and addition of 1 new river stretch. The 
stretches of River Thirumanimuthar, Vasista, Adyar and Cooum remain in 
Priority-I. Deterioration is observed in water quality of River Sarabanga, which 
now falls in Priority-I. State to focus on these river stretches on priority basis.  

[Action: State of Tamil Nadu] 

2.2.1 Principal Secretary (Municipal Administration & Water Supply), Tamil Nadu 
informed that STPs are in advance stages of completion in Salem in the 
catchment of River Sarabanga. STPs and MSW facilities are being improved in the 
catchment of River Thirumanimuthar and Vasista. Major project for restoration of 
river Adyar is being taken up and shall commence by May/ June 2026.  

2.2.2 For enhancing the utilization capacity of the existing STPs, more house sewer 
connections are being taken up and a consultant was engaged to conduct study 
for improving the existing STPs in the State. Policy for Reuse of Treated 
Wastewater was notified by the State in 2019.  

2.2.3 Further, it was informed that floodplain modelling was done for 9 rivers and 
floodplain zoning and mapping works are under process and shall be completed 
within a year.   

2.2.4 The Coastal Action Plan has been prepared by NCCR, Chennai and shall be 
presented before ACS (Environment), Tamil Nadu and the final Plan will be 
submitted to GoI for approval. 

   
3. Manipur 

3.1 The number of polluted river stretches increased from 13 in 2022 to 18 in 2025. 
All the identified river stretches are in Priority-V. State to identify the causes and 
take measures for restoration of the river stretches.  

[Action: State of Manipur] 



Page 3 of 9 

 

3.2.1 Principal Secretary (Environment), Manipur informed that for restoration of the 
newly added polluted river stretches, States proposes treatment through 
phytoremediation.   

3.2.2 The ongoing STP of 49 MLD shall be completed by December, 2027. Under SBM 
2.0, 9 STPs of 22.2 MLD in different ULBs are approved. 5 FSTPs of 225 KLD shall 
be completed by 30th December 2026. 9 FSTPs of 50 KLD in 9 ULB shall be 
completed by March 2027. 4 CETPs of 400 KLD each shall be made operational 
soon.  

3.2.3 Work is under progress for utilization of the treated wastewater in agriculture and 
for plantation along the rivers. However, no policy for reuse of treated wastewater 
exists. 

3.2.4 Demarcation of prohibited zones along the major rivers have been done however 
floodplain zoning works are yet to be taken up. State was advised to carry out 
Floodplain Zoning study as per Technical Guideline issued by CWC in July, 2025.  

3.3 State to identify Model River and convene regular meetings of River Rejuvenation 
Committee. Further, State may adopt policy for Reuse of Treated Wastewater.   

[Action: State of Manipur] 
 

4. Himachal Pradesh 

4.1.1 The number of river stretches increased from 9 in 2022 to 10 in 2025. With 
delisting of 3 river stretches and addition of 4 river stretches. Deterioration in 
water quality observed in stretches of River Beas, Giri, Markanda and Ratta, with 
the latter two now categorized in Priority-I.  

4.1.2 Chair directed State to urgently take up the matter with Chief Secretary, HP for 
taking immediate action for revival of the rivers considering the pristine nature of 
the rivers in hilly regions and the tourism aspect. 

[Action: State of Himachal Pradesh] 

4.1.3  State to expedite the works of ongoing and under tendering STP projects. State to 
ensure compliance of the 21 STPs reported to be non-compliant. State to 
formulate and adopt policy for reuse of treated wastewater. 

[Action: State of Himachal Pradesh] 

4.2 Secretary (Jal Shakti Vibhag), Himachal Pradesh informed that the issue of 
pollution in rivers shall be taken up on priority. Appropriate action will be taken 
for ensuring compliance of the existing STPs. Stagnant progress in few of the 
ongoing STP projects were due to FCA clearances, which is being continuously 
monitored. The proposed CETP at Paonta Sahib was in planning stage and 
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approved from Department of Pharmaceutical, GoI, however funding for the 
same was not received. The industries in the catchment are complying with the 
norms. The details of reutilization of treated waste water shall be provided shortly 
to the Ministry.    

 
5. Tripura  

5.1 The stretch of river Haora remains in Priority V. State to closely monitor the 
progress of ongoing STP works for bridging the gap in sewage treatment.  

[Action: State of Tripura] 

5.2 Principal Secretary (Environment), Tripura informed that sewage treatment 
capacity of 17.4 MLD exists in the State and STPs of 71 MLD are under-
construction having completion timeline of May 2026 and May 2027. In 20 ULBs, 
solid waste processing facilities of 446 TPD exits. State has policy for Reuse of 
Treated Wastewater and the copy of notification shall be shared with the 
Ministry.  

[Action: State of Tripura] 
 

6. Telangana  

6.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 9 in 2022 to 5 in 2025. 
With deterioration in water quality reported in stretches of River Krishna and 
Manjeera, both are now in Priority-III. 

[Action: State of Telangana]  

6.2.1 Principal Secretary (Environment), Telangana informed that maximum BOD value 
observed in River Krishna was 3.2 mg/l in 2023 and hence CPCB was requested 
to reconsider the same and classify River Krishna in Priority-III. CPCB may 
respond to their request appropriately.  

[Action: CPCB] 

6.2.2 Further, it was informed that gap in utilization capacity of the existing STPs can be 
attributed to the fact that STPs were planned for 15 years. Hence, the capacity 
utilization shall improve in due course. Further, work of 1142 MLD STPs have 
commenced and shall be completed by December, 2027.   With regard to solid 
waste management, it was informed that work is in progress in 141 ULBs for 
installation of 2961 TPD of MSW facilities.  

6.2.3 MD, HMWSSB informed that in last two years, 19 STPs of 1166 MLD completed 
and 1 STP of 140 MLD shall be completed by May 2026. This has resulted in 
improvement in quality of River Musi. Further, 39 STPs have been sanctioned 
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under AMRUT and 7 STPs are in Musi catchment. The delay in implementation of 
16 STPs having LoA issued on 07.03.2024 was due to land allotment issues and 
the same is being pursued by the State.    

6.2.4 Chair remarked that large number of STPs are coming up in the State, therefore 
State may formulate and notify policy for reuse of treated waste water.  

[Action: State of Telangana]  

7. Meghalaya 

7.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 7 in 2022 to 2 in 2025. 
Stretches of River Umkhrah and Umshyrpi still remain in Priority-I.    

7.2 Principal Secretary (Environment), Meghalaya informed that construction of large 
STPs in hilly terrains is a challenge, however FSTP and STP projects have been 
taken up and are in various stage of construction for bridging the gap in sewage 
treatment. Similarly, setting up of MSW facilities is in progress for bridging the gap 
in solid waste management.   

7.3 Chair directed State to submit in written Action Plan for the year 2026-27 for the 
activities proposed to be taken for restoration of the river stretches. State to also 
formulate and notify policy for reuse of treated waste water.  

[Action: State of Meghalaya]  
 

8. Andhra Pradesh 

8.1 The number of polluted river stretches increased from 3 in 2022 to 4 in 2025. 
Deterioration in water quality observed in stretch of River Gostani and now is in 
Priority-III.   

8.2 Principal Secretary (Environment), Andhra Pradesh informed that the STPs in 
Rajahmundry shall be put on trial by August 2026. STP works proposed to be 
taken up in Narasapuram are held up due to land issues. Work order issued for 
345 STPs and shall be completed by this year. The 9 STPs having no incremental 
physical progress in last 6-7 months have been retendered and shall be 
completed by March, 2027. Construction of 101 solid waste processing facilities 
of 3500 TPD are in progress. Integrated Solid Waste Management (ISWM) 
facilities shall be completed within 6 months and Waste to Energy (WtE) plants 
within 2 years. Floodplain zoning of rivers is under legislation and shall take 2-3 
months. Policy with regard to reuse of treated waste water to be put for approval 
of Cabinet. The Action plan for coastal pollution management was circulated 
with various stakeholders and the final plan shall be submitted soon.    
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8.3 Chair directed State to submit in written Action Plan for the year 2026-27 for the 
activities proposed to be taken for restoration of the river stretches. State to also 
formulate and notify policy for reuse of treated waste water.  

[Action: State of Andhra Pradesh]  
 

9. Goa 

9.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 6 in 2022 to 2 in 2025. 
Deterioration reported in river Sal, which now is in Priority-II.  

9.2 Secretary (Environment), Goa informed that source study has been done for river 
Sal and bio-remediation was taken up on pilot basis and BOD of 4 mg/l was 
observed. A meeting was held under the Chairmanship of Minister, WRD and 
Rs.21 crores proposed for tackling the issue. Further, 2 ongoing STPs shall be 
completed within this year. Further, the proposed solid waste facilities shall be 
completed within 2 years. State shall work on coming out with reuse of treated 
waste water policy.  

   9.3 Chair remarked that considering the number of tourists visiting the State, 
exemplary work needs to be done with regard to management of solid & liquid 
waste, reuse of treated water, floodplain zoning etc.   

[Action: State of Goa]  
 
10.  Mizoram  

10.1 The number of polluted river stretches increased from 3 in 2022 to 4 in 2025. 
With deterioration in water quality reported in stretches of river Chite (Priority-II), 
Tuikual (Priority-II) and Lawibual (Priority-III).   

10.2 Secretary (Irrigation & Water Resources Department), Mizoram informed that for 
restoration of the rivers, awareness campaigns and pilot projects at few locations    
are being undertaken. There exists a 10 MLD STP at Aizawl. A 3.5 MLD STP is in 
progress and revised timeline shall be submitted. For bridging the gap in sewage 
treatment, DPRs are under preparation. Updated status with regard to solid 
waste management in the State shall be submitted. Due to topographical 
limitation, reutilization of treated waste water is a challenge. The floodplain 
zoning bill is under law department and is expected to be finalized soon.   

10.3 Chair directed State to submit in written Action Plan for the year 2026-27 for the 
activities proposed to be taken for restoration of the river stretches.  

[Action: State of Mizoram]  
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11. Sikkim 

11.1 The number of polluted river stretches increased from NIL in 2022 to 3 in 2025.  

11.2 Secretary (PHED), Sikkim informed that the reason for deterioration in water 
quality in river is due to increase in number of residential spaces in Gangtok 
owing to increased tourist activities. For addressing the issue of pollution, sewer 
network and STPs are proposed to be taken up in Gangtok.  

11.3.1 Member Secretary, Sikkim Pollution Control Board informed that due to   
typographical error from the State’s end while filling-up of the BOD values in the 
EWQDES portal under the NWMP, the river stretches have been categorized 
wrongly as Priority-II and IV river stretches in CPCB’s Report. The issue along with 
the actual copy of water quality analysis report was communicated to CPCB for 
correction in the report, however no action has been taken.  

11.3.2 Chair directed CPCB to look into the matter and to provide appropriate response  
to the State’s submission.  

[Action: CPCB] 
 
12. Nagaland  

12.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 4 in 2022 to 2 in 2025. 
With improvement reported in stretch of River Dhansiri. 

12.2 Member Secretary, Nagaland Pollution Control Board informed that updated 
status shall be submitted.    

12.3. Chair emphasized that State be represented by Secretary level officer in the 
meetings of CMC so that comprehensive and holistic view on the actions being 
taken up in the State can be discussed. A letter be written to Chief Secretary, 
Nagaland for ensuring participation of senior level officials in the meetings.  

[Action: NRCD]  
 
13. Maharashtra  

13.1 Chair directed State to focus on the issues raised in the presentation. Further, 
State to make a presentation on the works being carried out by the State in 
implementation of the Reuse of the Treated Wastewater Policy.  

[Action: State of Maharashtra]  
 
14. Daman, Diu, Dadra Nagar Haveli  

14.1 Deterioration reported in the stretch of river Damanganga, which is now Priority-II. 
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14.2 Member Secretary, DDDNH Pollution Control Committee informed that as per 
the monitoring reports, BOD of less than 10 mg/l have been observed in the river. 
After verification, the issue shall be communicated to CPCB for reconciling the 
data. 

14.3 Chair remarked that CPCB’s latest Report on Polluted River Stretches was 
published in October 2025 and after lapse of 6 months, the UT is raising the 
request for reconciliation of the data. A letter be written to Administrator, 
DDDNH for highlighting the issue and for ensuring participation of senior level 
officials in the meetings.  

[Action: NRCD]  
 

15. Miscellaneous 

15.1 Concluding the meeting, Chair directed all the States/UTs to provide action 
plan with regard to the issues highlighted in the CMC meeting and details of 
the activities proposed to be taken for restoration of the river stretches in the 
year 2026-27. NMCG/NRCD to follow up with the States/UTs and get Action 
Plan by end of this month and to regularly monitoring the progress.  

[Action: All States/UTs, NRCD, NMCG] 

15.2 CPCB to look into the requests raised by the States/UTs with regard to 
rectification in the October 2025 Polluted River Stretches report.  

[Action: CPCB] 
15.3 NMCG/NRCD to organize a webinar, wherein the 4 States namely 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh can present the 
status of implementation of the Policy adopted by these States on Reuse 
Treated Waste water, so that the learnings can be replicated by other 
States/UTs. 

[Action: NRCD, NMCG] 

   
  
The meeting ended with thanks to the Chair.  
 

***** 
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Annexure-I 
List of participants: 
 
DoWR,RD&GR, NRCD, NMCG, CPCB, DDWS 

1. Shri V.L. Kantha Rao, Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR, MoJS – in Chair 
2. Shri Anup Kumar Srivastava, Executive Director (Technical), NMCG  
3. Shri Zaigham Ali Khan, Joint Secretary, NRCD 
4. Shri Nazimuddin, Scientist F, CPCB 
5. Shri S.K. Srivastava, Scientist-F, NRCD 
6. Shri A.P. Singh, Scientist-F, NRCD 
7. Dr. Sabita Madhvi Singh, Scientist-E, NRCD 
8. Dr. Phylliewbor Nylla Rymbai, Scientist-C, NRCD 
9. Ms. Alpana Narula, Scientist-C, CPCB 
10. Shri Shivaji Narsu Patil, Director, SBM-G, DDWS through Video Conferencing  
11. Dr. Ravindra Bohra, Team Leader, SBM-G, DDWS through Video Conferencing 
12. Shri Vijay Kumar, Civil Engineer, NMCG 
13. Mrs. Ruby Raju, Senior Project Engineer, NMCG 
 
State officials 

1. Shri. Srinivasulu., Principal Secretary (Ecology and Environment), Karnataka 
2. Dr. D. Karthikeyan, Principal Secretary (Municipal Administration & Water Supply), 

Tamil Nadu 
3. Shri Anurag Mishra, Special Secretary (Environment), Tamil Nadu 
4. Shri Arun Kumar Sinha, Principal Secretary (Forest, Environment & Climate 

Change) Manipur. 
5. Dr. Abhishek Jain, Secretary (Jal Shakti Vibhag), Himachal Pradesh  
6. Shri Chaitanya Murti, Principal Secretary (Environment), Tripura. 
7. Shri Ahmed Nadeem, Principal Secretary, Environment, Telangana 
8. Shri K Ashok Reddy, Managing Director, Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Supply and 

Sewerage Board 
9. Shri. M.B.K. Reddy, Principal Secretary (Environment), Meghalaya  

10. Shri Kantilal Dande, Principal Secretary (Environment), Andhra Pradesh 
11. Shri. S. S. Gill, Secretary, Environment, Goa 
12. Shri Lalrothanga, Secretary, Irrigation & Water Resources Department, Mizoram 
13. Shri. Sailendra Sharma, Secretary, PHED, Sikkim  
14. Member Secretary, Nagaland Pollution Control Board 
15. Member Secretary, Daman Diu Dadra Nagar Haveli Pollution Control Committee  
 


